To testthishypothesis, we chromatographed evaporated and unevaporated CH2C12, using a 50/50 (by vol) methanol/water mobile phase. Cochromatography of CH2CI2 residue reconstituted in CH2CI2 made clear that III and IV are two separate chemical entities (see Table 1 and Figure 1 ). The possibility that the liquid-chromatographic system contains a lipophilic residue that is partially eluted upon the injection of a nonpolar solvent such as CH2C12 was eliminated when injected n-hexane produced no peaks. To ascertain that none of these four peaks represents CH2C12 itself, we chromatographed 2 mL/L CH2CI2 and measured its absorbance at 205 nm. Its peak was clearly separated from all four components, as shown in Table 1 .
The chromatographic patterns for the Fisher lot and the other B&J lots studied were nearly identical to the patterns observed with lot AD086 (B&J). However, the patterns observed for the Waters lot were different. In the unevaporated CH2C12 of Waters, a new component, V, was observed ( Table 1 ). The size of peak IV in this lot, however, was approximately 0.3-0.4 the size of peak IV from the other lots.
The size of peak IV varied considerably from day to day and between duplicate runs. We believed, then substantiated, that the peak height of component IV increases, the longer the CH2C12 residue is allowed to stand outside the nitrogen atmosphere. This suggests that oxygen may be involved in the chemical process leading to the formation of component IV. Figure 2 illustrates the identification of the three fractions belonging to the fl-zone by means of immunofixation:
four samples of a serum, diluted fivefold with saline, are electrophoresed on the same membrane, as above; one pattern is stained and used as the reference pattern (a in Figure 2 ). Three strips of filter paper, 0.5 X 2 cm, impregnated with monospecific antiserum against human transferrin, fl-lipoprotemn, and fl-globulin (specific rabbit antisera against human proteins; Behringwerke AG, Marburg, F.R.G.) are applied, respectively, on the fl-zone of the other three patterns on the membrane (b, c, and d of Figure 2) ; after a 15-mm incubation at room temperature in a moist chamber, the paper strips are removed and the membrane is washed in saline for 2 h, then stained and destained as above. The three fractions are identified as transferrin in the anodic front of the fl-zone, fl-lipoprotein in the mid-zone, and flit-globulin in the cathodic portion of the zone.
Thus it is possible, with this simple technique, to achieve a resolution of the serum protein electrophoretic pattern on cellulose acetate that compares well with that on agarose gel. References 1. Tarantino, M., Plasma proteins electrophoresis (changing concepts). Bio. Clin. Lab. 8, Suppl. 1, 93-99 (1978 Suppl. 124, 7-20 (1972 The title of our abstract they cited in their reference I is incorrect. It should have read as in reference 2 below.
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We thank Drs. Watson and O'Kell for their interest in our report. We are still of the opinion that serum magnesium should be routinely determined whenever the clinician is concerned enough to request serum electrolytes.
The added cost can be justified on the basis of improved patient care.
